
Background to American History Notes 

Leaders of the Revolution 

 John Trumball Jr. was the governor of Connecticut during the war. He refused to join the British, 

instead he supplied Washington’s troops with food, clothing, and weapons.  

 John Peter Muhlenberg was a minister who used his role in the church to help recruit men for 

the colony army. His group was called the Black Regiment after the black robes he wore.  

Signers of the Declaration 

 John Hancock made his signature so large that even the King of England could read it without 

his glasses. Hancock was the President of the Declaration only carried Hancock’s signature when 

it was sent to the 13 colonies. Hancock’s name became the 2nd only to Washington’s as a symbol 

of freedom and independence. 

 Dr. Benjamin Rush is sometimes known as the Father of American Medicine. He supported 

educating women and helped fund and African-American Church. 

 Charles Carrol a wealthy business man, he helped support Revolution with his own money. He 

also supported Catholics, that freedom of religion thing. 

 Dr. John Witherspoon a church minister supported independence, he was quoted as saying, 

”America was not only ripe for independence, it was in danger of rotting for want of it.”  

The Constitution 

 The Declaration of Independence (1776) stated the goals of the Americans as they fought for 

freedom. It promised a system of government that promoted liberty, equality, and protection of 

individual rights, based on the desires of people.  

 It would be the U.S. Constitution that would turn these goals into a concrete system of 

Government.  

 In 1787 the Continental Congress wrote the U.S. Constitution, this document established the 

basic structure of our government. 

 It created a government in which the people hold the power, they elect their won 

representatives, as shown in the first three words. We the People… 

 The Amendments 

o The changes that have been made 

o First ten Amendments aka Bill of Rights 

o 17 Amendments have been added over last 200+ years for a total of 27 Amendments. 

 Principles of The Constitution 

o Limited Government-powers are limited by the Constitution. King John signed 

Magna Carta in 1215 limiting the powers of the ruler. 

o Amendments-Constitution allows for changes or ‘amendments’ to adapt to 

changing times and events.  

 

 

 



John Jay 

 John Jay was a member of the Continental Congress that created the Constitution.  

 Jay helped negotiate the Treaty of Paris.  

 An author of the Federalist Papers, these essays were used to convince Americans to support 

the Constitution. 

 Pres G. Washington appointed John Jay as the 1st Chief Justice of the Supreme Court. 

 Jay Later served a governor of New York where he worked to fix prison problems and to abolish 

slavery. 

Bill of Rights 

 1st Ten Amendments became known as the Bill of Rights. 

 Freedom of Religion-many who came to America came for religious freedoms, they didn’t want 

to be told by their government what they had to believe in. 

 Freedom of Speech 

o Freedom to say or write most things. 

o You cannot be jailed for criticizing your government, as was formerly done. 

o But, you cannot create a clear and present danger with your speech that might harm 

others, such as yelling fire in a crowded place.  

 Freedom of the Press 

o Allows newspapers, radio, television, or the internet to write or publish what they want to 

without fear of punishment. 

o People need a free press in a democracy to be informed voters. 

 Freedom of Assembly-During the Revolution it was illegal to gather in groups of more than 

three, we now have the right to peaceful assembly. 

 Freedom of Petition- You have the right to write to government officials asking them to change 

a law or create a law without fear of punishment.  

 

 

 


